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own eyes; she replied, I know nothing more than
that when my husband wished to consummate our
marriage, I saw the roof instantly open, and a throne
set with precious stones descended through the aper-
ture, on which was seated a handsome young man
dressed in princely robes, and many persons in attend-
ance upon him, came into that apartment; and were
ready to put the prince to death. That young man
came up to me and said, 6S Well, my love, where to
will you now escape from me ?" They had the appear-
ance of men, but with feet like goats; my heart palpi-
tated, and 1 fainted through fear; I do not know what
afterwards happened.*

" From that period we have both thus lived in this
ruined place; and from the fear of offending the king,
all our friends have forsaken us;  when I go out to
beg, no one gives me a kauri; moreover, it is not
allowed me even to stand before their shops;  this
unfortunate girl has not a rag to cover her nakedness,
nor sufficient food to satisfy her hunger.    From God
1 only pray for this, that our deaths should ensue, or
that the earth may open out and swallow this ill-fated
girl:   death is better than such existence;   God has
perhaps sent thee here for our good; so that thou
tookest pity on us, and gave us a piece of gold, which
has enabled us to have good food and clothes for my
daughter.    God be praised, and blessed be thou;  if
she was not under  tiie influence of some jinn or
fairy, then 1 would give her for thy service like a
slave, and think myself happy.    This is my wretched
story; do not think of her, but abandon all thoughts
on that head."